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UNITED STATES cov anu 
Memorandum 


TO : SAC JACKSON 


From : ALLEN W. SMITH 


supjecT: UNSUB: BURNING OF HEADSTART SCHOOL IN BOLTON, MISS. 


: AT ABOUT 4:20 am THIS DATE 6=12-66 THIS OFFICE RECEIVED 
CALL FROM A MR. CHARLES HAMBERLIN OF THE HEAD STARTE PROGRAM OF 
MISS. HE GAVE IS ADDRESS AS 210 SOUTH LAMAR ST. ROOM 290, MILNER 
BUILDING IN JACKSON. HE STATED THAT THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT HEAD 

START SCHOOL WAS ON FIRE AND HE THOUGHT THAT IT WAS ARSON. HE STATED 
THAT THE SCHOOL STARTED BURNING AT ABOUT 3:45 AM THIS DATE IN BOLTON, 


MISS. EAST OP CLINTON, MISS. IT IS THE HEAD STARTE CENTER IN BOLTON, MISS. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-New) 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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-° Blaae’ Destroys” 
, Bolton School ; 


"-BOLTON (AP) — The Negro 
elementary _ school building! 
here was ‘destroyed. by fire 
early Sunday.. 
| -Hinds County . sheriff's off. 
cers said there was no evidence; | 
of arson.in the blaze at the old: 
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___ DACKSON DAILY NEWS 


JACKSON, MISS. 


pave:6/13/66 
Edition: HOME 

Author: 

Editor: JAMES M. WARD 

tities BURNING OF HEAD 
START SCHOOL- BOLTON, 
MISS. ‘ 


Character: 


iThe Negro elementary school at Bolton; which served as Project Head Start 
headquarters, burned to the ground. early Sunday morning. The building was 
;completely destroyed, along with every thing inside the structure. Hinds County: 
‘Sheriff 9 officers | said they had discoy red: no evidence of arson, —Daily News 
‘Staff taff Photo by.Charles Overby. kapeicraamce 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
i . 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Jackson, Mississippi 


In Reply, Please Refer to : 
In Reply f June 15, 1966 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BURNING OF HEAD START 
SCHOOL, BOLTON, MISSISSIPPI 

JUNE 12, 1966 , 

RACIAL MATTERS 


On June 12, 1966, Mr. Charles Hamberlin telephonically 
advised a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
that a building being used as a Head Start School at Bolton, 
Mississippi, had burned, 


On June 12, 1966, agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation observed the smoking ruins of a building at 
Bolton, Mississippi, with firemen still attempting to extingquish 
the blaze. : 


Mr, Joshua Daniel, voluntary fireman of the Bolton, 
Mississippi, Fire Department, advised that he was the first 
person at the scene of this burning, arriving about 3:30 
a.m,, while the fire was still rather small and he noted 
that the fire was confined to the small space between the 
first and second floors above the kitchen and had not spread 
much until he broke windows in the building, He noted no 
indication that the fire had been set and felt that faulty 
wiring had probably been the cause, pointing out that the 
building was 26 years old, had the original wiring, and there 
would have been little or no way to get Fat cee where the - 
fire started. The building was locked and no indication 
of having been broken into, No empty bottles, cans, etc., were 
noted and there was no odor of flamable materials, No one was 
seen in the area, It was the opinion of Daniel that the fire 
was accidental. Three fire departments fought the blaze but 
the building was a total loss, 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BURNING OF HEAD START 


SCHOOL, BOLTON, MISSISSIPPI a 
| JUNE 12, 1966 I 


4 ; Mr. Sterling Robinson, Bolton, Mississippi, advised 
‘on June 12, 1966, that he lived adjacent to the building which 
burned, that he had walked past the building and entered his 
residence at about 3:00 to 3:30 a.m,, June 12, 1966, and had 
noted nothing out of the way and no cars or persons in the 
area, 


Mr. Herman Jackson, Bolton, Mississippi, advised 
on June 12, 1966, that he is a Committeeman for the Head 
Start Program at Bolton, Mississippi. The building which 
had just burned was one used by the school in teaching pre- 
school children, ‘The building is an old school building owned 
by the City of Bolton, Mississippi and leased to the Head Start 
Program, It is unoccupied except when school is in progress, © 
No Civil Rights activities of any kind have taken place in 
the building and the: school has been “running smoothly” 
without any type criticism to his knowledge, There is no 
objection or friction in the community concerning this school 
and no threats have been received of any kind, ; 


Mc. Walter Vinson, Bolton, Mississippi, advised 
that he is a teacher at the Bolton Head Start Schod, and knows 
of no reason why anyone would burn the building. There are 
some 135 Negro children registered at the school and the only 
activity is teaching of pre-school children. 


Investigation reflected no evidence of flamable 
materials being used and no odors were noted, 


Local authorities at Bolton, Mississippi, and members 
of the Hinds County Sheriff's Office are aware of the burning 
of this building. . : 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency, , : 
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June £5, 1966 


Airtel Airmail 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

a) 
FROM: SAC, JACKSON cas7-s2ey (ey / 
SUBJECT: UNSUB; BURNING OF HEAD START SCHOOL, 


BOLTON, MISSISSIPPI, JUNE 12, 1966. 
RM 


Remytel 6/12/66. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of 
LEM reflecting results of investigation concerning this 
matter, No further investigation contemplated, 
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